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bundles of muscles, which, arising upon the base of the
arytenoid cartilage of one side, ascend obliquely over the
posterior surface of the transverse arytenoid muscle to
the apes of the arytenoid cartilage of the other side, and
then, passing upwards in the aryteno-epiglottidean fold,
are inserted into the side of the epiglottis. That part of
this muscle which lies behind the transverse arytenoid
is called the arytenoideus olliqmis, and that within the
aryteno-epiglottidean fold the aryteno-epiglottidew. The
action of this muscle is twofold : it must, for instance, by
lateral pressure draw the arytenoid cartilage inwards
towards the cavity of the larynx, and, on the other hand,
it must depress the epiglottis. The action of this muscle
is in both cases reinforced by two bundles of muscles
which are generally found in the larynx. Thus its action
upon the arytenoid cartilage is reinforced by a muscular
bundle in the form of a loop, the depressor cartilaginis
arytenoidis, which, with the anterior crico-arytenoid,
arises upon the lateral portion of the cricoid cartilage,
and, spreading backwards over the lowest portion of the
arytenoid cartilage, is inserted into the upper border of
the plate of the cricoid cartilage; this presses the
arytenoid cartilage inwards towards the cavity of the
larynx. In connection with the epiglottis its action is
reinforced by a muscular bundle, the thyro-epiglottideus,
which, arising upon the inner surface of the lateral plate
of the thyroid cartilage, is inserted into the side of the
epiglottis ; it draws the epiglottis downwards.

The upper cavity of the larynx is, generally speaking,
a broad space between the glottis and the entrance
from the pharynx, which has just been described. The
walls are formed entirely of mucous membrane, and
present a certain degree of rigidity in front only, where
the mucous membrane is firmly connected with the